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fulfilled, the king made a feast for all the people that were present in
Shushan the capital, both great and small, seven days. Megillat Esther
manifests a remarkable phenomenon of duplication. The repetition of
certain things twice seems to crop up all through the work in a manner X
6 th'gt begs explanation. Thus there are two drinking parties, one for the
n6bilify and one for the masses. There are two feasts, one for Vashti and
one for Esther. Even more astounding, because it is inherently irrational
(for which reason the Sages and commentaries offer a variety of expla-
nations), there is a repetition of the gathering of the maidens at a beauty
[{ contest to choose a queen — even though Esther had already been
chosen after her predecessor, Vashti, was disposed of. Esther invites the
king and Haman twice — even though she could have accused Haman
at the first party, The legislation of two days of Purim, one for closed
cities and one for open cities, is a distinction which has no parallel

l(.o elsewhere in the Torah and which defies easy explanation. Mordecai

and Esther twice legislate the reading of the Megillah and the attendant
mitzvot of Purim — even though once would have sufficed. How shall
we explain all this?
I am indebted to the late Rabbi Zev Goethold for the following
 insight. Perhaps it is a subtle reaction — but one which most Persian
Jéws of that time would have been sensitive to and have understood
immediately — against the dominant Persian pagan religion. It has
been commented often that Megillat Esther goes out of its way not to
emphasize the Jewish religion; thus, there is no explicit mention of God.

The references to Him are vague and indirect. This is so, apparently,
because the Jews of that era were still in exile, and did not want to upset
the local authorities and masses who would not want the Jewish God
to-be credited with the redemption of Israel and the humiliation of a
prominent felfow citizen. o
3t For _the same.reason, the Megillah included a subtle polemic, sar-
donic and satiric and even humorous in nature, against the dualism of
a?@éﬂp_Persiggm£gligion. By emphasizing the number two in the story
of Jewish ?gaéniption, it meant to emphasize that the very number that
characterized the Persian religion — the shetei reshuyot, or dualism —
o was the one utilized by the One God of Israel to secure His people’s Ln
umph against the Persian tyrant. (Had the Megillah been composed in
a Christian country, perhaps.all the above events would have happened
and been described three times.) Just as the pagan deities of ancient
Egypt‘ — the Nile, the frogs, and so on — became the instrument of
¢{ | the redemption of Israel, so was the dualism of Persia the medium for
the salvation of the Jews by the One God. The tendency to assert the
principle of Judaism even under the most unfavorable political and
social conditions is thus beautifully expressed in Megillat Esther in this

Ainminad numoerical nalomis .
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